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April LA,2OL2

Forrest Claypool

Chicago Transit Authority

Dear Forrest,

Thank you for returning my call last week regarding the lot at 4558 N. Virginia that CTA recently
put up for sale. Horner Park Advisory Council is a group of committed community members

that advocate for the betterment of Horner Park and four of its satellite parks - Ravenswood

Manor Park, Buffalo Park, Sunken Gardens and Jacob Playlot. As stewards of these parks and the
community's needs, HPAC must convey its opposition to the sale of this property.

The lot at 4658 N. Virgina is bordered by the Chicago River to the west, the CTA Brown line to the
south, Virginia Avenue to the east and Chicago Park District's Jacob Playlot to the north. Because

of its adjacency to the Chicago river and a neighborhood park, the site is perfectly suited for public

activity. Most recently there has been an emergent interest on the local community level to fund
innovative improvements to the park which incorporate natural elements for children to play and

create with. The natural features of the CTA site would make a perfect addition to the natural

setting that's envisioned, and could further Mayor Emanuel's goals for increasing the river's use as a

public amenity. Since the opportunity to expand this neighborhood asset will only come about once,

we urge the CTA to consider other alternatives to the sale of this land.

As we discussed, HPAC advocated for years that the lot be used for park purposes. HPAC discussed

the transfer of the land with Aldermen Schulter when he was alderman and gained his support.

Most recently we met with Alderman Pawar whose ward this property falls into today, and

Alderman O'Connor whose ward this will become in the future. Both of them support the idea of
an expanded park also. ln addition several neighborhood groups and non-profit organizations have

expressed their opinion in favor of this land becoming park. HPAC wants a positive outcome for the
CTA, the park and the surrounding community which could happen several ways.

Our first and preferred suggestion would be for CTA to rescind the RFP and donate the property to
the park district. You mentioned this may not be feasible because the CTA may be obligated to sell

the property if it was acquired with federal funds for renovating of the Brown Line. 4658 N. Virginia

was formerly the site of the rail bridge across the river which suggests CTA has controlled this land

for some time. lf the CTA is not obligated to sell it to satisfy a requirement of the federal grant, then

the transfer of ownership from one Chicago agency to another could be facilitated.

Another option we discussed would be for the community's elected officials and other local entities
to raise enough capital to make a reasonable offer which the CTA could honor even if it was
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discounted to some degree. The public funds could come from Aldermen's menu funds, TIF funding
sources or the mayor's own initiatives. This option would of course require some urgent fundraising

in order to secure enough funds. ln order to allow that outcome we respectfully ask that the sale be

delayed so public and private funds could be pulled together for such a sale.

We are confident that there's a resolution to the sale of 4558 N. Virginia that will satisfy all parties

given the time and funds to help the effort. The gathering support from the Aldermen of our wards,

local non-profits and neighborhood groups is a clear sign that the Jacob Playlot expansion should be

taken up now. We hope you can assist on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Peter Schlossman

Horner Park Advisory Council

President

Alderman Ameya Pawar

Alderman Patrick O'Connor
Alderman Richard Mell
Tim King - Chicago Park District
Pat Townshend - Chicago Park District
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